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The Univer·sity of Dayton

News Release
Feb. 11, 1993
Contact: Ellen Campfield or Pam Huber-

FffiST WOMAN CHEROKEE NATION CHIEF TO SPEAK
AS PART OF UD'S DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS SERIES
DAYTON, Ohio- When Wilma Mankiller was elected chief of the Cherokee nation,
one man in a university audience suggested she call herself "chiefette."
"How about Ms. Chievous?" Mankiller quickly responded, inducing peals of laughter
from the audience.
Mankiller has a reputation as a brilliant speaker who brings the house down. She also
has a reputation for building her nation up.
Mankiller, the first woman principal chief of the Cherokee nation, will speak on
"Contemporary Tribal Issues" as part of UD's Distinguished Speakers Series at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 17, iri the Kennedy Union Ballroom. Admission to the presentation is free
and open to the public.
Mankiller has addressed the role of women in American Indian populations-and in
the whole United States. "Contrary to what you've read in history books, not all tribes were
controlled by men," Mankiller said. "Progressive, and with a tradition of matriarchy in which
women chose and educated the young men who would become leaders, the Cherokees lost
track of that balance between the sexes when they adopted values of the American culture at
~

large. Our people began to assume a value that was very new: sexism."
Elected chief in 1987, Mankiller is committed to developing the 76,000-member
Cherokee tribe by empowering people at a local level and encouraging self-reliance.
Mankiller emphasizes development projects such as the Bell Community Project in Oklahoma,
which involved laying a 16-mile water line and rehabilitating several homes.
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